The Russian Alphabet
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Cyrillic Letter English Pronunciation

(upper/lower case in transliteration

printing and writing)

Letters that look the same and sound the same

Aa Aa A father

Kk K« K kill

Mwm M m M Mistake

Oo Oo o Between blow
and ostrich

Tt Tm T take

Letters that look the same but sound different

BB B s \Y Victory
Ee Ee E or Ye Yes
Hn HH N No
Pp Pp R Run
Cc Cc S Stop
Yy Yy u Shoot
X x Xx Kh loch

Letters that look different with no sound

b bwv “hard sign” Ignore, but separate
the syllable before
the hard sign from
the syllable after

bs bo “soft sign” Ignore, but put a
slight “y” on the
end of the syllable
and draw it out a bit
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Cyrillic Letter English Pronunciation
(upper/lower case in transliteration
printing and writing)
Letters that look different
b o6 5o B Big
I'r Iz G Good
JL 1t Ao D Dog
Ee& Eé Yo Yore
K ox K e Zh Measure
33 33 z Z0oo
NUn Uu I See
17871 Wi Y Buoy
JIn J i L Light
ITn IIn P Poor
O\ D P F Fun
I Huy Ts Yachts
Uy Yy Ch Chair
T mx LT w Sh She
LT g ] w Shch Fresh Chips
bl b1 bl v Y physics
CX) CK) E Mess
IO 10 J{0F%) Yu University
s Aa Ya Yacht

Note : the Russian written letters in red are quite substantially changed
from their printed versions.
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